Traditionally, the integration of third-country nationals has not really been a major political issue in France. Since the adoption, just aft er the Second World War, of an ordinance governing the entry and residence of foreigners, 1 which took into account the management of migration fl ows and the integration of third-country nationals, the migration side of the policy took over from integration issues.
Nonetheless, the changes aff ecting society and, more particularly since 1973 and the oil crisis, have undermined some integration factors. In this context, in addition to the decision to stop immigration for work purposes, a decree adopted in 1977 restricted family reunifi cation to family members who agreed not to engage in employment. 4 Although this decree was cancelled by the French Council of State, it clearly demonstrates that immigration worries took over from integration issues.
Since the 1980s, integration issues have become more salient in France due to the transformation of the perception of migration fl ows. In fact, the idea of temporary migration for work purposes was overtaken by family migration, which had to be considered a lasting phenomenon. In that context, integration issues emerged as a key question and were formally institutionalised in 1989 with the creation of the Haut Conseil à l'intégration and the appointment of a secretary of State dedicated to this issue. In the fi eld, several civil movements and rioting, occurring mainly in the 1990s, shed light on the lack of integration policy in France, mainly within French cities suburbs. Th ese movements involved principally French citizens of the second generation. In fact, integration concerns were pointed out by French citizens, highlighting their diffi culties in becoming fully integrated into society, and demonstrated the lasting phenomenon of migration for family reunifi cation. Th is movement was clearly anchored in the public debate 5 and required an answer. As a consequence, the theme of integration started to be dealt with within immigration laws in 2003, around the concept of 'Republican Integration' and the word 'integration' appeared in the title of immigration laws adopted in 2006 6 and 2007. 7 From an institutional point of view, the political sensitivity of migration issues and the political will to give them an important place within
